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Mr. Charles Tupper, who was to grow grey in honourable
service to the Dominion, and Mr. Samuel Tilley, the leading
figure in New Brunswick politics. At the second meeting
a general motion in favour of a Federal Union was passed
unanimously, and on the following day it was explained to
mean aGeneral Government charged with matters of common
interest to the whole country, and Local Governments for
each of the Canadas and for the Maritime Provinces,
charged with the control of local matters in their respective
sections; provision being made for the admission into the
Union on equitable terms of the North-West Territory,
British Columbia, and Vancouver. The proceedings of the
Conference were not reported, so that our main know-
ledge of them is derived from the scanty notes published in
Mr. Pope's Confederation Documents. There was complete
unanimity as to the form which the federation should take,
the American Civil "War being an object lesson in the
dangers of the system under which any kind of sovereignty
could be claimed by the separate component parts. There
was some division of opinion with regard to provincial
representation in the Legislative Council, but there was no
opposition to the proposal that members should be nominated
by the Crown and hold office for life. Population was
accepted as the basis of representation for the House of
Commons by all the Colonies, with the exception of Prince
Edward Island, which demanded more members than the
five allotted to it under the scheme.
Although George Brown spoke in a private letter of the
Conference being nearly broken up on the question of the
distribution of members in the Upper Chamber, the most
serious difficulty seems to have been over the financial
provisions. The matter was complicated by the fact that
in the Maritime Provinces there was no system of levying
local rates for local needs. The Colonial Government had
been the nursing mother of all provincial undertakings,
la framing the new financial system it was necessary to